Mumps
One of the most favourable years is drawing to a close and meteorologists say that it is one of the best during the past fifty years. It has been favourable to the health of the community and it is likely to result in record low mortalities throughout the country. The cold snap towards the end of November was probably not without effect on the incidence of streptococcal infections for there was a definite up-turn in the number of cases of scarlet fever and it may not be without coincidence that there was a rise in the number of cases of erysipelas during the previous week. However, there has been no mortality from either disease nor was there any death from diphtheria although quite a number of cases are still being notified. A considerable proportion of these are proving to be tonsilitis ; some of the cases removed after a positive swab are proving on biological test that the organism is of a nonvirulent type.
Measles and whooping cough are more or less absent for only sporadic cases appear to be occurring and the mortality is practically at minimum, there being only one death from whooping-cough.
The Department of Health for Scotland has issued the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations, 1949, making whooping cough compulsorily notifiable.
Under the Regulations medical practitioners will be required to notify the Medical Officer of Health of any case of whooping cough coming to notice on and after 1st January, 1950. It is interesting to note that during the whole of November there were just two deaths from the acute infectious diseases, apart from diarrhoea and enteritis. The total mortality from these diseases among infants was 20 during November against 11a year ago, the increase being more or less in proportion to the number of cases of dysentery brought to notice, namely, 185 against 121 last year.
The short cold spell with northerly winds bringing snow to the nearby hills was responsible for a widespread outbreak of colds, many of the influenzal type. This is evidenced by the increase in the cases and deaths from pneumonia. The mortality, including three deaths from influenza, was 59 against 45 for the same period of 1948.
The mortality from pulmonary tuberculosis sliowS a considerable drop compared with last year, the respective number of deaths being 73 and 116. 
